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Living Together - CAIRO

Introduction

'Living Together' is intended to bring Egyptians and refugees of all nationalities together to work for common benefits while overcoming issues of racism experienced by 'the other' in Egyptian society. The project’s aim is to improve relations among Egyptians and the different refugee communities living together in Cairo by designing tools that build cultural & diversity awareness, leadership & problem-solving skills, and – ultimately – cooperative livelihoods, which are shared through concrete, practical application.  Since 2005, a group of concerned organizations have worked to build an Egyptian/Refugee Multicultural Council known as Tadamon. Today, Tadamon is an independent, non-political civil society network of 25 NGOs and CBOs working to realize the welfare of marginalized refugees, asylum seekers and Egyptians, and improved mutual understanding through networking, lobbying and coordinating efforts. ‘Living Together’ aims to build capacity within these diverse organizations, coordinate their efforts, and – on a common ground – raise awareness on practices for ‘living together’ peacefully.

Problem to be addressed

Egypt has long been a host to refugees but both Egyptians and refugees have viewed refugee stays as temporary. Refugees inhabit the poorest Egyptian neighbourhoods in Cairo where both populations share the same problems – crowded housing, lack of sanitation, electricity, clean sources of water, schools, medical facilities and employment. Most Egyptians who live in these slum areas were also victims of forced displacement from rural areas due to their loss of land by ‘development’ projects or extreme poverty. Although both populations share the same problems, refugees many of which are Sub-Saharan Africans with differing cultural norms and appearances are treated as threats and competitors for scarce resources. Refugees, for their part, have self-marginalized from their neighbours. These tensions have been exacerbated over the past decade or more by a development approach that solely seeks to serve the needs of the refugees in these impoverished areas. Harassment of refugees and violence between them and their Egyptian neighbours is common. Since 2006, young refugees who had organized themselves into self-help groups, transformed these groups into violent gangs. There is an accelerating need to address the growing conflict and provide tools to prevent a worsening situation. ‘Living Together’ aims to build capacity in already existing NGOs and CBOs concerned with promoting coexistence.  

Integrated Design
(1) Internally:  Building capacity in Tadamon and its member organizations through training and awareness-raising. 

(2) Externally:  Conducting a broad-scale information campaign to raise-awareness among members of the business & diplomatic communities, public institutions, and civil society broadly who benefit from the example of ‘Living Together’ provided by Tadamon.
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For further information, co-operation etc. please contact:
Todd Lester (Todd@freedimensional.org) or Jakob I. Myschetzky (Jakob@inklusion.dk)
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